[Blood levels of CA-50, CA-19.9, CA-125, enolase, CA-15.3 and carcinoembryonic antigen in non-cancerous bronchopulmonary pathology].
At present we do not possess a specific marker of broncho-pulmonary cancers. We propose to test the specificity of six serum markers labelled by radio-immunological methods (CA-50, CA-19.9, CA-125, CA-15.3, enolase, ACE) in 60 patients suffering from non-tumoural broncho-pulmonary disorders: chronic airflow obstruction = 28, acute infective bronchopulmonary disorders = 23, allergy = 9. We have not found any correlation between the percentage of false positives and sex, age or smoking. On the other hand, the CA-125 was often found to be positive in cases of acute pneumonia. Overall the frequency of false positives with ACE (3.3%) enolase (6.7%) and CA-15.3 (5%) is weak. The threshold of positivity obtained is adequate. This is not the case with CA-50 (33.3%), CA-19.9 (13.3%) and above all CA-125 (53.3%), for these we suggest new thresholds of positivity.